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ITbe projected printed Catalogue of tbe XHbliotbeque
Tlattonale.

O N Christmas Eve of last year the Commission appointed by the
French Ministry of Public Instruction to investigate the condition of the
manuscript subject catalogue of the National Library, and the desirability
of printing it, brought their labours to a close. They were able to report
on the first count that the catalogue was complete, and on the second,
that it should be printed, but in the form of an author-catalogue.

The deliberations and decisions of the Commission bear, as might
be expected, a strong family likeness to those of the Commission and
Committees that presided over the conception and birth of the British
Museum catalogue. It was generally recognised that what was expected
from a catalogue was " to know at once whether a given work exists, to
get at its exact title, and the press marks denoting its position." No
subject-catalogue, it was felt, could arrive at these results, so the printing
of an author-catalogue was resolved on, and a detailed plan of opera-
tions drawn up.

The first, and indeed the only striking contrast apparent between the
Paris and London catalogues is that the former will be divided into three
parts : (i) Works of which the author is known ; (2) Anonymous works,
periodicals, and those published by bodies (ouvres emane'es de collec-
tivite"s); (3) Groups of special works. Let us examine these in detail
with reference to the British Museum catalogue.

(1) The Commission lays great stress on the necessity of distinguishing
between different people bearing the same name, but the assiduous
care bestowed on the Museum catalogue in that respect will leave them
little to do, except in the case of the works of French writers, in which,
of course, tbe Bibliotheque Nationale is immeasurably richer.

The Museum practice of adding an index to the large headings is to
be more freely used, and, moreover, whenever there are more than ten
entries in a heading, they are to be numbered. This seems advisable,
but how will the additions be numbered in future years P

(2) Here is the little rift that has made music mute in so many cata-
logues—the question of Anonyma. The general rule laid down by the
Commissioners is to take the first word of the title, omitting the article.
This is the simple fashion which the exasperated reader at the Museum
blindly recommends, when he has searched in vain for an anonymous
book. Behold, however, in the next paragraph of the Report the inevit-
able exceptions. " The cataloguer shall, as a rule, take his heading, not
from the first vague line of the title, but from the name which serves as
special designation." Thus the thousands of books relating to people
and places are cut off at one fell swoop from the operation of the general
rule. Again, " reports, addresses, &c, shall be put under the name of
the assembly or meeting from which they emanate."

 at N
ew

 Y
ork U

niversity on M
ay 14, 2015

http://library.oxfordjournals.org/
D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://library.oxfordjournals.org/


50 The Library.

The selection of the author's initials as a heading is forbidden by the
Commissioners, who quote what they consider the awful example of the
Museum Catalogue, where 193 columns are devoted to initials ending with
the letter B. We do not call to mind any cases in French like A.L.O.EL,
or A.K.H.B. in English literature, where the initials are known to thou-
sands who have never heard of Tucker or Boyd, so perhaps the French
system is justified. Still, when we consider the motives of secrecy,
affectation, and so forth, that led to the appearance of books under initials,
it will be admitted that to collect such under one heading is to afford a
rare feast for the curious and all-devouring bookworm.

The Commission appear to think that if four persons write a book
they are severally responsible for it, and it must go with the books
that appear under authors' names, but the addition of a fifth turns the
party into an unsavable. and unkickable corporation, and its production
appears under Division a.

(3) Groups of Special Works.— The Oriental books, except those
with a title translated, will not enter into the general catalogue. The
translation of the title is surely an accident; one would have thought
that the regulation should have depended on the translation of the text
The Museum Catalogue admits all Bibles, Oriental or not, but the Bib-
liotheque apparently only Hebrew Bibles.

Music, factums " (a kind of printed legal plea) and theses will also
form separate catalogues at some distant date.

As to the size of the future catalogue, the Commission look forward
to publishing eighty volumes in quarto, of 800 pages, each volume con-
taining 33,000 entries, making a total of over two millions and a-hal£ As
little is said is the catalogue about cross-references, except from ascer-
tained authors of anonymous books, it looks as if the preponderance of
numbers generally ascribed to the Bibliotheque Nationale was smaller
than is supposed. The Commissioners hope to go to press with the first
part of A at the end of the present year; in the interests of knowledge
it is to be hoped that there will be no hitch in the proceedings.

JOHN MACFARLANE.

Zbc SanDars IRea&ereblp in Sibliograpb?.
As the first instance of endowment of bibliography it may prove of

interest to place on record the exact terms of the Sandars bequest as
announced in the (Cambridge) University Reporter.

The Council of the Senate beg leave to report to the Senate as
follows:—

The Vice-Chancellor in July last, received from Messrs. Markby,
Wilson, and Johnson, solicitors to the executors of the will of the late
Mr. Samuel Sandars, M.A., of Trinity College, a letter dated July 18,
1894, informing him of a bequest by Mr. Sandars of the sum of ,£2,000,
free of legacy duty, to the University, for the establishment of a Reader-
ship in Bibliography.

The following is a portion of the codicil of the will which relates to
the above-mentioned bequest:—

" I bequeath to the University of Cambridge in its corporate
capacity the sum of £2,000 free of duty And I direct that this
sum be invested and that the income arising therefrom be paid to a
Reader in Bibliography such Reader to be elected in the first
instance and on each vacancy by the Vice Chancellor the Master
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